e 


rr 28 
s UBSTAN CE 


wy 


PREACHED AT THE 


NEW-CHAPEL, CITY-ROAD, LONDON: 


On ISAIAH E. 10. 


w ho is b you that feareth the Lord, that ens] u voice 
of his ſervant, that walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light P let 
him truſt in the name of the Lorg, and ſtay upon his God. 


* 7 O HN P 4 Ws 0 NV. . 


. af the Goſpel 


Jam determived not to know any thing among you, lave Je gus Curtsr, 0 
and bim ere tel. EN EEE + CORN, | ii. 22, 


LONDON: 
PRINTED roR G. WHITFIELD, AND $OLD AT ALL TH : 


METHODIST PREACHING-HOUSES IN TOWN 
AND COUNTRY. 


1796. 
L III THREE-PENCE, J 


Pr 


7 IF * * = VA b 
wt K SIE] I CO, OY * * — 
9%. WK * 2 "Ho 


— ä — — K . 
N55 2 * 
"FN : b * * 
z MeL r 
e TORE * af 


<=. 


Rr. 


th 
attenc 
due « 
proph 
when 


TO THE CANDID READER. 


For many years 1 have frequently been ſolicited by particular : 


perſons to publiſh the following Diſcourſe, but could never pre- 


vail upon myſelf to do any thing of the kind, well knowing how 
Inſufficient I am to write any thing worthy the notice of the public. 
I do not remember that ever I preached upon this text but a 


very peculiar bleſſing from the Lord attended the word, ſo that 
not a few have ſpoken to me at different places, many years after 


they had heard the Sermon, how much they were profited by hear- 


ing it. This conſideration and the requeſt of ſome very particu- 


| 2 : 


lar friends in London, have induced me to ſuffer it to go out into 


the World. | 


If the Lord is pleaſed to attend it with his bleſſing to any who 


may read it, I ſhall be fully ſatisfied, as I have no other end in 
view but the glory of God, and the proſperity of his people. 
| Sept. 24, 1796. J. PAWSON. 


% Who is among you that feareth the LoRD, that obeyeth the voice 
ol his ſervant, that walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light? let 


him truſt in the Name of the LoRD, and ſtay upon his God.” 


YN order that we may rightly underſtand, and properly improve 


this bleſſed portion of holy Scripture, it will be neceſſary to 
attend to its firſt and primary meaning. And we ſhall find upon 
due conſideration, that in this as well as ſome other parts of this 
prophecy, the Prophet is to be conſidered as writing to the Jews, 
When in a ſtate of deplorable captivity: When on age of 
| | | their 
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glory) and upon their who 


T4 H 
their abominable wickedneſs, they were delivered into the hands. 
of their enemies, who had brought ruin eee upon 
their beautiful city, their * e temple (once, their pride and 
e nation. Being now captives in a 
ſtrange land, where they endured innumerable hardſhips, they were 


led to murmur againſt God, as if he had dealt hardly with them, 
in ſuffering their enemies thus to triumph over them. The pro- 


phet in this chapter undertakes to vindicate the Lord, in his con- 


duct towards them, ſaying, * Where is the bill of your mother's 
divorcement, which 1 have put away ? or which of 

is it to whom I have fold you? Behold, for your iniquities have 
you ſold yourſelves, and for your tranſgreſſions is your mother put 


9 


away.” As if he had ſaid, © Ye now reap the fruit of your own 
folly, and have no one to blame but yourſelves, for your pre- 
ſent diſtreſſes. You were ſolemnly and repeatedly warned of your 
danger, but you would not hear: you were plainly told what 
would be the conſequence of your rebellion againſt the Lord, but 


you regarded it not; and now you repent when it is too late. The 


word of the Lord hath been awtully fulfilled in you. Becauſe 
ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore 
the hearts of the ſons of men are fully ſet in them to do evil.” 


Vet the Lord did not utterly caſt them off, but graciouſly 


promiſed by the prophet, that after be had puniſhed them for the 
ſpace of ſeventy years (on account of their dreadful abuſe of his 
long continued mercies), He would once more make his power and 
goodneſs manifeſt among them, and deliver them from the hand 


of their enemies. He allo promiſed to bring them again to their 
ewn land in peace, to make them a free people, and reſtore to 
them all their former rights and privileges, ſo that they ſhould 


again worſhip the Lord in his holy Mountain. This precious 
promiſe we have in the 3 iſf chapter; * For the Logp ſhall com- 
tort Zion; he will comfort all her waſte places, and he will make 
| her wilderneſs like Eden, and her deſart like the garden of the 


Lok p; joy and gladneſs ſhall be found therein, thankſgiving, and 


the voice of melody.“ But with eee the accompliſhment of this 
promiſe, they walked in darkne 


no probability (ſpeaking afler the manner of men, that ſuch an 


happy event as this, ſhould ever take place. Eyery thing beſides 
the promiſe of God, forbad their expe 


ling any thing of the kind. 
They were a people robbed and ſpoiled, and ſcattered abroad thro! 


the vaſt empire of the king of Babylon, ſo that they could not 
conceive by what means, ſo extraordinary a deliverance ſhould __ 
brought about. But we have nothipg to fear, while we baye the 
promiſe of God to rely upon; he will always find a way to ac- 
compliſh bis own deſigns, and will appear jor the comfort of thoſe. 


who truſt in his Name. 5 

In the words of the text, the prophet ſpeaks comfortably to 

thoſe among the captives who continued in the fear of the Lord, 
| | e ſaying, 


- 


my creditors 


s, and had no light, There was 


Jaying, Who is among you that feareth the LoR n, and obeyeth : 

the voice of his ſervant, and yet walketh in darkneſs,” with reſ- Na 
pect to the accompliſhment of the promiſe of God, and can by 4 
no means fee in what particular way, orby whit means he will 
fulfil his word; Let him truſt in the Lord,“ let him reſt ſatis- 


II. Who are the perſons that truly | fear the Lord, and obey the 
| ieee ee feruanc 7 ft 8 = 
. | III. What kind of darkneſs, may ſuch perſons walk in? 


IV. What ground they have to truſt in the Lord, and to ſtay 
themſelves upon their God? . 


3 I. 1. Who is that ſervant of God alluded to in the text? In 
5 reading the holy Scriptures, we find that this title has generally 
| been given (eſpecially in the Old Teſtament) to all without excep- 
tion, who bave lived in the fear of God, and endeavoured to ho» 
1 Nour him, by walking in his holy ways. But it has alſo been 
. given, by way of diſtinction, to thoſe, whom the Lord hath called 
Ci 1 to act in a public character in his church, whether as Prophets, 
EH © Apoſtles, or Preachers of his Word. And thoſe men of God, 
5 | have accounted it no ſmall degree of honour put upon them, 
5 by the great and glorious Head of the Church, but have greatl7 
yp 1 in this, that they were the ſervants of God and of the 


x | Lord Jeſus Chriſt, But as it is evident that the latter part of this 
. chapter contains a prophecy of the Redeemer of mankind, it ſeems 
1 that, by the ſervant of the Lord, we are here to underſtand the 
c. Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. Nor is this the only place in the ſa- 
I cred ſcriptures where our Lord bears this humble title, The ſer- 
| want of God. For in the beginning of the 42d chapter of Iſaiah, , 
NT vs he is called by the ſame name. Behold my ſervant whom I /o 
d. uphold; mine left, in whom my ſoul delighteth : ane 1 
BY | | Os SPpIrit. < 


E11 
Spirit upon him: he ſhall bring forth judgment, ſor ſalvation] to 
the Gentiles,” It is evident that theſe words can be applied only 
to our bleſſed Redeemer, as we know none but he, ever brought 
ſalvation to the Gentile nations! Who alſo hath faid, © For 1 8 
judgment am I come into the world, that they who ſee not might 1 
ſee, and that they who ſee, might be made blind.“ So likewiſe 2. 
the Apoſtle St. Paul, Phil. ii. 5, Let this mind be in you, 
which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus : who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God; But made himſelf _ 
of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and 
was made in the likeneſs of men: And being found in faſhion as 
a man, he humbled himſelf, aud became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the croſs.” Here the Apoſtle not only gives 
the title of ſervant, to the Lord of life and glory, but he alſo 
ſhews us the reaſon why he is ſo called: Becauſe he was ſent up- 
on this gracious errand by his heavenly Father, to redeem and fave 
a loſt world. Now he that 1s ſent, 1s not greater than he who ſent 
him; and for this reaſon our Lord himſelf ſays, My Father is 
greater than I.” That is, conſidered as the Redeemer of mankind, - 
and as having taken human nature upon him, and now acting as a 
Mediator between God and man. Yet at the ſame time we may ql! 
ſay concerning him, Equal to the Father, as touching his God- 4 
head, but inferior to the Father as touching his manhood.” Being 
perfect God and perfe& man united in one perſon : Yet infinitely 
great and inconceivably glorious as he 1s, ſuch was his unbounded 
love towards us, that he ſtooped ſo low, as to take upon him the 
form of a ſervant; And not only the form of a ſervant of God, 
but O, aſtoniſhing humility! He became the ſervant of man. 
„J am with you (ſaid the bleſſed Jeſus,) as one that ſerveth;“ 
and wonderful to relate, we ſee the Lord of Glory girt with a 
towel, and waſhing the feet of his diſciples! Setting us an exam- 
ple that we may follow his ſteps, and, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, * By 


— th 


love ſerve one another.“ But what is infinitely more aſtoniſhing, * F | 
in order to procure eternal ſalvation for us, he humbled himſelf „ 50 
yet lower ſtill, and died A8 a malefattor upon the croſs, that we . = 
might live for ever! Well may we ſay, O Lamb of God was ker 
ever pain, was ever love like thine !” 1 GE 3 Ye 
II. Who are the perſons that fear the Lord, and obey the Fn. tim; 
voice of his ſervant? J ny | 1 

I uo ſorts of people may be ſaid to do this, namely, thoſe who 1 
are ſeeking, and thoſe who have found redemption in the blood of OS be | 
Jeſus. e e e * UpO! 
1. Thoſe who are ſeeking ſalvation through Chriſt. Theſe are Chr 
divinely enlightened, and made thoroughly ſenſible of their guilty, © EE F! 
helpleſs, and ruined ſtate, and conſequently of their want of that may 

| ſalvation which Chriſt hath purchaſed; They begin to fear the / obey 
Lord and 10 tremble at his word, and te enquire the way to : wes 

| ; Le | [i #218 


Sion | 


— ————ͤ 
———— — 
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Sion with their faces thitherward. That they fear the Lord, will 
appea rom thoſe ſcriptures where the nature of the fear of the 
Lord 1s deſcribed. Prov. viii. 13, The fear of the Lord is to 
. hae evil: That is, To hate evil is the natural fruit of the 
* ter ot ihe Loi, and whenever this 1s planted in the mind, it will 

foilow of . ſe that the mar, will deteſt, and abhor that which is 
evil, and ben to follow that which is good. But no one will 
ever do this, tili his mind is enlightened by the word, and the ſpi- 
rit of God, For it is by this means that we are made to ſee the 
exceeding (infulneſs of fin. We ſee its diabolical deformity, its 
Hateful con'rariety to the will of God; its pernicious and deſtruce 
tive tendency. How it diſhonours God, grieves his holy Spirit. 
brings guilt upon the conſcience, viciates and defiles the foul, and 
expoſes the ſinner to the vengeance of an infinitely holy God. 
Hence they will hate, and flee from this moſt accurſed thing ; well 
knowing, that it would bring everlaſting ruin upon them. Again, 
it is ſaid, Plalm. cxi, x0, The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ming of wiſdom.” That is, A man begins to be wiſe unto ſalvation 
when the fear of the Lord is planted in his heart, inaſmuch as he 
then, and not till then, learns to have a proper regard for the pre- 
4]\ Tent and eternal ſalvation of his ſoul. But here it will follow 
| again, that no one will truly fear God, till divine light is commu. 
nicated to him, as no one can know the nature, diſcern the excel. 
lence, or have a proper regard for, the things of the Spirit of God, 
till that God who in the beginning commanded light to ſhine out 

[ol darkneſs, ſhine into his heart, by the bright beams of his Spi- 

1 rit. But he that 1s earneſtly ſeeking redemption thro' the blood 

of Chriſt, is wiſe indeed, inaſmuch as we know, that this 
1s the one thing needful for every child of man. That one thing 
which we muſt experience, or it would have been good for us 
that we had never been born. | Vf. 5 
The ſame perſon, may alſo be ſaid, To obey the voice of God's 
ſervant, This we well know, is the word of the Lord, Repent, 

| for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.“ Repent and believe 
the goſpel.” Seek the Lord while he may be found, and call 

upon him while he is near,” © Turn ye, turn ye, for why will 
ye die,” and many ſuch ſcriptures, which would take up too much 
time to mention. The ſervant of Gop pays a ſacred regard to all 
theſe ; they deeply affect his mind, they ſink into his foul, and he 
_ obeys them with the utmoſt ſincerity. Although at the ſame time 
he makes no account of his obedience, and has no dependance 
upon it, as to his acceptance with God, but looks for ſalvation in 
_ Chriſt, and in him alone. „% 0 


* , 5 


* 


Thoſe who are brought into the favour and family of God, 
may with ſtill greater propriety be ſaid to fear the Lord, and to 


\ * 
* 


5 ö ; Obey the voice of his ſervant, They fear the Lord, not with a | 4 [ 
| Tlavith tormenting dread, but with a loving, filial, child-like fear: Wit 
4 being ſenſible of the preſence of God with them, and * — aft 


1 


love towards them in Chriſt Jeſus. They feel an holy dread of 


his Majeſty upon their minds. This does not diminiſh, but in- 


creaſe their happineſs, as it is an effectual mean of keeping them 


from the very appearance of evil, and of leading them nearer to 


God. The more deeply conſcious they are of his preſence, the 
greater degree of this holy reverence they are bleſſed with; for in 


this ſenſe, * Bleſſed is the man that feareth always.” 


I know that ſome very ſincere profeſſors have been miſsled by 


putting a wrong ſenſe upon thoſe words of St. John, He that 


leareth is not made perlect in love, for perfect love caſteth ont 
fear.“ Hence they think, that an high degree of the love of God, 
will render his fear unneceſſary, and even remove it out of the 
mind. But we ſhould conſider, tbat in this paſſage the Apoſtle is 
not ſpeaking of godly fear, but rather of ſomething which ſtands 


oppoſed to it, namely, of that {laviſh fear, which ariſes from a ſin- 
ful diſtruſt of God, and which brings the ſoul into bondage. But 


the loving fear of God is quite another thing, and muſt not only 
reign in the mind while we are upon earth, but alſo in heaven it- 
ſelf, The nature of this holy fear is very beautifully expreſſed 


in one of our excellent Hymns: 


O Let me die that awe to prove, 

That facred awe, which dares not move 
| Before the great THREE ONE! 
To thout by turns the burſting joy, 

And all eternity employ, | 

In ſongs around the Throne! 


Could we diſcover the holieſt ſaint upon earth, or rather that 


Highly favoured happy ſpirit who approaches neareſt to the Throne 


of GOD in heaven; then we ſhall have found the man or angels, 


who enjoys the higheſt degree of this holy fear. O that it may, be 
tor ever deeply rooted in our hearts. : 555 


But thoſe who are bleſt with this holy fear, do alſo obey the : 


voice of God's ſervant. Divine grace being communicated to 


them, they are renewed in the ſpirit of their mind, and to them 


the commandments of God are no longer grievous ; for being 
made free from the law of ſin and death, they fee] themſelves 


at liberty to ſerve God in newneſs of ſpirit, bringing forth _ 


fruit unto Holineſs, and in all things ionic int that gracious 


God, who hath brought them out of darkneſs into his marvel. 


jous light, and into the glorious liberty of his children. The grace 


of God which bringeth ſalvation, always did, and always will, 
lead the ſouls who enjoy it, to deny all ungodlineſs, and world- 
ly deſires, teaching and enabling them to live ſoberly, righte- 


euſly, and godly in this preſent World. 
— N — He 
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III. In the third place, we have to conſider, What kind of 
Darkneſs thoſe perſons may walk in, who fear the LorD, and 

obey his ſervant, — Eh a rg Cos 

With regard to ſuch as are only ſeeking redemption through the 
blood of CHRIST, they walk in that lakneſs which ſtands in di- 
_reft oppoſition to the light of Gop's countenance, For although 

their minds are in a meaſure enlightened, yet it is only to a fight. 
and ſenſe of their ſin and danger, of their want of Chriſt, and 
the riches of his mercy and grace. They are 5 of guilt 
and condemnation, and conſequently walk under a ſenſe of the 
diſpleaſure of Gon. They walk in darkneſs, that is, in deep 
diſtreſs, in bitterneſs of ſoul, in great heavineſs; ſenſibly feeling 
the truth of thoſe words, It is an evil thing and bitter, that thou 
haſt ſinned againſt the Lord thy Gon.“ 1 . 
I do not ſay that it is abſolutely neceſſary, that every ſinner 
ſhould feel the ſame degree of ſorrow for ſin; or have the ſame 
painful convictiqns, before he comes to Chriſt for life and ſal- 
vation: There is a great variety in the dealings of Gop with par- 
5 ticular perſons, and all are not affected in the ſame way, nor in 
#' the ſame degree, with a diſcovery of their paſt fin. The Lord, 
who is infinitely wiſe in all his ways, and perfectly acquainted 
with the different tempers and diſpoſitions of his creatures, is gra - 
_ ciouſly pleaſed to deal very gently with ſome ſinners, ſweetly 
drawing them to himſelf with the cords of love. Yet every one, 
without exception, mult be awakened, and feel himſelf a loſt and 
1,  Tuined ſinner, and therefore muſt experience a degree of this dark- 
neſs, before he will come to Chriſt. David, when in this ſituation, 
* Roared for the diſquietneſs of his ſoul.“ Ephraim, Bemoaned 


at Fo, himſelf, was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, when called to bear 
ne the reproach of his youth.” King Hezekiah, Chattered like 
is, | a crane, or a ſwallow,” becauſe of the extreme diſtreſs of his 
zz |, mind. And for the ſame reaſon, St, Paul himſelf was three days 


and three nights, and neither did eat nor drink. 


But as the Lord is graciouſly pleaſed to take different methods 
with particular 22 it may be uſeful to take notice of this, 
leſt any ſhould be tempted to think, that they are not right, be- 
cauſe they were not brought to God in the ſame way as others, 
whom they have heard of. Some penitents, from the beginning 
of their convittions, are favoured with clear views of the mercy 
and love of Gop in Chniſt; of the rich proviſion which he has 
made for the ſalvation of a loſt world; and; of his willingneſs 
tq ſave all who come unto him. They feel the drawing influences 
of the Holy Spirit; are greatly comforted, and encouraged by the 
divine promiſes ; and never paſs through thoſe deep waters of ſor- 
row, which many do. As the Prophet ſpeaks, they are enabled 
to hope, and quietly wait for the ſalvation of God being truly 
ſenſible of their want of it, and — longing for the heavenly 


bleſſing. 


T. 30.1: 


| bleſſing. The Lord will not deceive nor diſappoint them: but ac- 


cording to his never- failing promiſe, he will manifeſt himſelf, and 


poardom all their iniquity, tranſgreſſion and ſin, 


There are others, who being powerfully awakened, are made 
moſt painfully to feel, all the dreadful load of guilt, which lies 


upon their conſcience ; and they clearly ſee. the depravity which 
has polluted their whole foul. They well know the truth of that 


word of the Apoltle: I am carnal, ſold under fin,” and are, 
perhaps, as much affected with the confi 


Vet, alas! theſe cannot weep at the feet of Jeſus, as many do; 


and what exceedingly increaſes their diſtreſs, they are obliged to 
bear the heavy cutle of an obdurate heart. They may be ſaid — 


to walk 
T4 7*; 7 = 


1 : In Darkneſs ſuch as Devils feel ; 
_ _ * Iſſuing from the Pit of Hell.” 


How natural it is for ſuch to cty out, * O! did my heart but melt, 


44 and could I but weep like others, I ſhould account myſelf happy: 


„But 1 am more brütilh then any wan; I am even 2s a beaſt be- 
46 fore the Lord. J fit under t je moſt awakening diſcourſes un- 
„ moved; neither the threatenings of God alarm me, nor do his 
* promiſes allure me. J mourn, becauſe I cannot mourn; and 1 


1 


« orjeve, becauſe I cannot ar 


| | | 'The heavens are as braſs to 
my formal prayers. The 


ord is at an infinite diſtance from me, 


and refuſes to anſwer my cry. O that T knew where I might 
«find him! that I might come even to his ſeat! I would order 
„my cauſe before him, and fill my mouth with arguments. I 


« ould know the words which he would anſwer me: and under. 


. ſtand what he would fay unto me. Will he plead againſt me 
« with his great power? No, but he would put ſtrength into me. 


« Behold I'go forward, but he is not there ; and backward, but I 
cannot perceive him: On the left: hand, where he doth work, 
but I cannot behold bim: He hideth himſelf on the right hand, 
6 that I cannot ſee him, Job xxiii. g. F 


« A darker ſoul did never yet, 
hy promis'd help implore! 
„ O that I now my Lord might meet, 
And never loſe him more!“ 


The truth is, the darkneſs, the bitter ſorrow, the extreme diſtreſs 
which ſuch perſons labour under, is inexpreſſible; it can only be 


known by experience: but having paſſed through theſe deep 
waters myſelf, I know how to ſympathize with thoſe, who now 
labour under the ſame heavy burtben ; and therefore endeavour to 


exicourage and comfort them, in this time of their diſtreſs. 
* prog”; a A 2 8 8 | * 4 5 | | 1 But 


perh: much affecte. deration of it as he was, 
"when he cried out in the bitterneſs of his ſoul. O wretched man 
that I am'! "who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death ? 


— A wo W ; 


dur own Poet; 
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But there are others who being brought to a clear ſight, and 


deep ſenſe of their loſt and ruined eſtate, are affected in quite a 


different way. Their heart is like the melting wax before the fire, 


and their eyes as fountains of tears; ſo that they could almoſt | 


weep their very life away. Now, there certainly is ſome degree 
of comfort in this ſtate. So our Poet ſings ; kc ca tv oo 
To mourn for thy coming is ſweet, dc | 
«© To weep at thy longer delay; 721 Wb 

But thou whom we haſten to meet, 15 
„Shall chaſe all our ſorrows away.“ "I 


To weep at the feet of Jeſus, does ſtrangely eaſe the burthened I 


e g ſtill, and their trouble may be ſuch as David felt when he 2 
ſaid, 


Still every means in vain I try, 
I feek him er and near; 
Where'er I come, conſtrain'd to cry. 
e ee, 
God is in this, in every place, 
« Yet O, how dark and void 
% To me; 'tis one great wilderneſs, 
This earth without my Gop. 
_« O'er earth a baniſhed man I rove, 
Vet cannot find him nigh; _ 
Where is the pardoning Gop of Love, 
Who ſtoop'd for me to die!” 


A wiſe builder, when he intends to build high, takes care to di 


deep, and lay the foundation ſure. So the great Builder of his 


Church, when he intends perſons for eminent uſefulneſs, fre- 
quently exerciſes them with long continued, and painful con- 
victions; and perhaps with very diſtreſſing temptations. He gives 
them to feel the plague of their own heart, and makes them fully 
acquainted with the nature, and dreadful effects of ſin; ſo that 
when they are delivered, they not only ſtand firmer, but are 
enabled to comfort others, when in the ſame ſituation, We all 
acknowledge, that experience is the beſt teacher, and therefore 
a miniſter of Chriſt having been thus deeply exerciſed, may be the 
more abundantly uſeful, in comforting afflicted conſciences. 


But the Lord, whatever method he takes with us, ſtill intends 


the ſame thing; He certainly deſigns to bring us into his favour, 


to bleſs us with a clear ſenſe of his love, and to make us happy.in 


his family, But until we enjoy that happineſs, we walk in dank- 
neſs, ſuch as the Iſraelites did, when the words of the text were 


B 2 deſigned 
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or by what means, the Lord will deliver them. Every thing, ex- 
cept the promiſes of God, ſeem to make againſt them, and to for- 


bid their expecting any ſuch bleſſing at his hand. They know, that 
if they rightly believed on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they would find 


_ the ſalvation which he hath purchaſed. But here they are at a 
loſs, they do not underſtand, what it is to believe in Chriſt, Per- 
| Haps ſuch reaſonings as theſe paſs through their minds: What 


* ſhall I do in order to believe, that I have not done already? 1 
have (as far as I know) ſought the Lord with my whole heart, 
* and yet I have not found him. What is it to believe on the Son 
* of Cod? Who ſhall unfold this myſtery to my ſoul? How 


* ſhall I find my mind affected in the aft of believing ? How 


* ſhall 1 know that I believe aright, and that I am not deceived ? | 
+ What is that peace of God which I ſhall then receive, and ho 
hall I know that it is real, and not imaginary ? What is that 

* love of God which ſhall then be ſhed abroad in my heart, and 
* how ſhall I know that I am not miſtaken in a matter of ſuch 


* vaſt importance?” | = %ͤͤöͤ; iy | 
Theſe and ten thouſand ſuch thoughts may paſs through the 


troubled mind; and it can have no reſt or peace, till it is brought 
out of this darkneſs inio the marvellous hght and glorious liberty | 
of the Golpe). In order to this, we muſt come to the ſame point 


again; we muſt believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, But what is it 
io believe in Chriſt ? No one can tell, till he himſelf is enabled 
to believe: As ſtrange as this may appear, I am bold to affirm, 
that no man (be he ever ſo wile or learned) can explain what it is 


10 believe in Chriſt, till he happily experiences divine peace. This 
is a leſſon which only God can teach us, and which none can 


learn but by experience. If any fhould ſay, Why, to believe 


is only to receive Chriſt, as he is freely offered to us in the Goſpel.” 


It is very true: but then, What is it to receive Chriſt? We muſt 
receive him ourſelves, and then we ſhall know. But fome will re- 


ply, © To believe, is neither more nor leſs, than to truſt wholly | 
in Chriſt for life and ſalvation.” This is certainly true. But 
what is it to truſt in Chriſt ? Thoſe, and thoſe only know, wbo 
have learned, and do continue to truſt in him. But others, who | 
_ think that they have found out the ſecret, will tell us, That to 
believe, is nothing more than to have clear and delightful views of 
Chrift, as he js ſet forth in the Goſpel, conſidered, as having ac 


compliſhei the work of our redemption.” Chriſt is undoubtedly 


thus ſet forth in the Goſpel, but we muſt take care that we ſo 


view him, as to receive life and ſalvation from him; ſo as to ex- 


perience redemption through his blood, and the renewing power 


of bis grace in our own ſouls, For true laith always did, and 


always will bring ſalvation along with it, As a miſtake here | 
would be W dangerous, I beg leave to oblerve, that we 


pever make thoſe miſtakes in natural things, which we frequently 


defigned to comfort them. They do not ſee aſter what manner, 


make in ſpiritual concerns. A man ſhivering with cold may be 
8 —— — | — | greatly rants 


buy the power of his renewing grace. 
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3 n 
greatly delighted with a diſtant view of painted fire, but upon 
coming nearer to it, he finds his miſtake; there is no heat. So a2 
oor s may poſſibly pleaſe himſelf by ſeeing Chriſt, evident- 
y ſet forth as crucified before his eyes, in the goſpel: But then, 
he muſt ſo behold the Redeemer, as to be changed into his image, 


But what kind of darkneſs may the children of God walk in ? 
Thoſe who have been brought into light and liberty already? It 
is moſt certain, that they never need be brought into that kind of 


darkneſs, out of which the Lord hath mercifully delivered them; 


nor is it that ſort of darkneſs which the text ſpeaks of, For no 
one can be brought into that darkneſs, but by diſobedience ; but 
the text ſpeaks of obedient fouls only. Who is emong you that 
feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the voice of his ſervant? It is 
not a little ſtrange, that backſliders of all deſcriptions, will take 
comfort from this ſcripture? Yet nothing is more clear, than 
that the Lord does not, in this text, ſpeak to them at all. We know 
that no one can backflide from God but by means of ſin, but 
here the prophet ſpeaks to thoſe who are obedient. And that we 
never need be brought into that darkneſs again, out of which 
we are delivered, is clear from his own word; There is no 
_ condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not 
after the fleſh but after the ſpirit,” Rom. viii. 1, J am the 
light of the world, (faith our gracious Redeemer) he that followeth 
me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life,“ 
John viii. 12. Again, © I am come a light into the world, that 
| Whoſoever believeth on me ſhould not abide in darkneſs,” John xii. 
46. Hence it is quite clear, that he who believeth and tolloweth 
the holy Jeſus, ſhall not walk in darkneſs; no more can he who 
obeyeth the voice of God's ſervant. nd ee 


The darkneſs then intended in the text, muſt be that which a 
faithful follower of God may walk in, while under diſtreſſing pro- 


vidences, heavy afflictions, or ſevere temptations. 


1. Dark and diſtreſſing providences. The Lord hath no where 
_ promiſed that his children ſhall have uninterrupted proſperity in 
this world. He ſees that this would not always be the beſt for 

them. In reading the hiſtory of the ancient ſaints and ſervants 
of God, we find, that he frequently permitted them to be brought 
into great {traits and difficulties, ſo that their faith and 22 N 
were put to the trial; yet on theſe occaſions they were favoured 
wich extraordinary diſplays of the power and goodneſs, of the 
mercy, and loving kindneſs of the Lord: He always appeared 
in their behalf, in their greateſt difficulties. „ 
Conſider the conduct of divine providence towards the Patri- 
arch Joſeph. He was the moſt pious of all the ſons of Jacob, 
and brought his father an account of his brethren's bad conduct; 
for this, and other reaſons, they hated him, and at laſt found an 
opportunity to ſell him as a ſlaye into Egypt. What a dark cloud 
— — We 


[4] 


now over-ſhadowed this religious youth? He walked in darkneſs, 
and had no light into the future diſpenſations of divine Provi- 
dence. vet the Lord appeared for him in due time, and gave 
him ſuch favour in the ſight of his maſter, that he made this poor 


ſtranger the governor of his houſe, and put all that he had into 


his hand: ſo that for a time; Joſeph was an honourable and a 


proſperous: man; But it was not long before a darker cloud than 
the former came over him; for ſteadfaitly reſiſting the ſolicitations 
of -his unhappy miſtreſs, ſhe falſely and wickedly accuſed him to 


his maſter, who too eaſily believed her, and caſt the innocent 
' youth. into priſon, where he might expect to be confined all the 
days of his life. For who would give themſelves any concern 
about him, as he was an entire ſtranger in that country? How 
natural would it be for him to reaſon upof his preſent ſituation, ſo 
as to add to his diſtreſs? Perhaps ſuch thoughts as theſe might 
flow into his mind: Is this to be the reward of my integrity and 


_ «+ upright conduct? O why hath the Lord permitted this diſ- 


« treſling trial to befall me? Here I am in a deſolate ſtate indeed! 
* baniſhed into a ſtrange land, and ſhut up in a loathſome dun- 
* geon, where 1 ſhall be entirely forgotten! Alas for my aged 


* father ! how little does he know what his favourite child is call- 


« ed to ſuffer! O my cruel: brethren, how could you ſerve me 
% thus d What thick darkneſs now ſurrounded this bleſſed 
man! But ſtill the Lord had his oo” upon Joſeph, and in due 


time, not only brought him out of priſon with honour, and exalted 


him to be ruler over Egypt; but what was far greater, he made 


him the happy inſtrument of ſaving that, and the neighbouring 


nations; yea, and all his father's houſe, from periſhing by famine. 


How aſtoniſhing are the providential diſpenſations of God! Be- 


hold Joſeph, one day a priſoner in the dungeon! See him again 
riding in the ſecond chariot belonging to the king of Egypt; and 


the proper officer crying to the people, Bow the knee ! 


We may ſee ſomething of the ſame kind in the caſe of his fa-. 


ther, good old Jacob. For a time, the providence and promiſes 


of God, ſeemed to run counter to each other. The promiſe made 
' to Abraham, was renewed to Iſaac and Jacob, That their ſeed. 
ſhould increaſe and multiply as the ſtars of heaven fer multitude: 
For a conſiderable time Jacob beheld the promiſe fulfilling ; but 


in his old age he faw what he had no expettatzon of, a decreaſe 


ol his family: In the bitterneſs of his ſoul, ke cried out, © Me 


have ye bereaved of my children: Joſeph is not, and Simeon is 


not, and ye will take Benjamin away alſo; all theſe things are 
againſt me!” How lite did he know of the wiſe and gracious | 
diſpenſations of God towards bim and his family? And how | 


would the good old man be aſtoniſhed at the mercy of God, and 


aſhamed of his own unbeliet, when he ſaw bis beloved ops 


the ſecond man in the kingdom of Egypt, and the wonderful de- 
_ liverance which the Lord had wrought by him ! 


* 


- SAP 


Joſt the ſame thing appears in the conduct of God towards the 
Iſraelites, many years after. The Lord engaged to bring them 
out of Egypt with an high hand, and with an out. ſtretehed arm, 
and to put them in poſſeſſion of a land flowing with milk and 


honey. They believed his promiſe, and marched out of Egypt 


in full expectation of its ſpeedy accompliſhment. But what a 


dark providence came over them, when being puyſued by their 


enemies to the brink of the Red Sea, where they could ſee no 
way to eſcape. Here then they walked in darkneſs and had no 


light. For in what way was the promiſe to be fulfilled? It 
could never enter into their minds, to ſuppoſe that the Lord would 


divide the waters of the great "eps to make a way for them. 
Such a thing had not been heard of, from the foundation of the 


world. However in their diſtreſs they cried unto the Lord, and 
Moſes his ſervant ſaid unto them in his name, Staud ſtill, and 


de the ſalvation of the Lord.” They preſently ſaw a glorious 
Talvation indeed! and ſung praiſes to their great Deliverer. 


Similar inſtances occur in the New Teſtament. Our Lord had 
ſaid, Upon this Rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell ſhall not prevail againit it.“ For a conſiderable time the 
chriſtians ſaw this promiſe remarkably fulfilled. The word of the 
Lord mightily prevailed ; thouſands upon thouſands, were added 


to the church; ſo that in all probability they expected the whole 
world would ſoon be converted. But after a ſeaſon, a very gloomy 
cloud overſpread them, and their brighteſt proſpects were darkened. 

The great dragon poured out a flood of water upon the woman, 


He raiſed a violent perſecution againſt the church, ſo that the 
people were all ſcattered abroad through the neighbouring country; 


and perhaps, hardly any two of them were left together, except 
the Apoltles: Would they not be ready to fear that the gates of 


hell were prevailing, and that the work of God was overturded 


and ruined for ever? But the Lord knoweth how to defeat the 


_ deſigns of the devil. Theſe ſcattered people, went every where 


and preached the word, ſo that the Goſpel by this means, had a 
general ſpread in a very ſhort time. Here then light ſhone upon 
the promiſe again, z _ 


Now although we may not meet with croſs-providences, exactly 
ſimilar to theſe, yet we may meet with thoſe which will have the 


very ſame effect upon our minds. Our way may be hedged up, 
clouds and thick darkneſs way overſhadow us, ſo that for the pre- 


ſent. we cannot ſee into the deſigns of Gop, or underſtand the 


nature of his diſpenſations toward us, but we walk in darkneſs, 
having no light, 1 8 is 2 


— 


reat difference between one and another with reſpect to afflictions. 
We ſee ſome perſons who walk humbly and cloſely with Gop, 
bleſt with uninterrupted health and ſtrength, for a long ſucceſſion 


ol years; and we ſee others of equal or even ſuperior piety, for 


any 
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We may alſo meet with dark and heavy afflictions. There is a 


E 6 4 


any thing we know, who ſeldom enjoy a ſtate of eaſe or health, 
for a week together; but have almoſt one continued affliction. 


Now »fflition is only to be known by experience; no one can 
| 3 ſay how his mind will be affected by it, till he is called to 


ear the trial. It is eaſy to ſay, in the time of health and ſtrength, | 


What if I ſhould be afflicted; ſurely the Lord would fulfil his 


promiſe, and give me ſtrength according to my day; and there. 
. hele nh ng Scrip- 


fore, why ſhould I fear? Such words as t 
_ - tural) may be ſpoken in a very wrong ſpirit, and t 


may prepare you for every event of his providence ; ſo that when 
affliction comes upon you, it may be fo ſanftified, that you may 


bear it in a Popes ſpirit. When it ſhall pleaſe the Lord to permit 
us to be exerciſed with violent pain, or pining ſickneſs; when we 


| ſhall have no reſt in our bones by reaſon of the chaſtening hand 


of Go upon us; when in the morning we ſhall be ready to ſay, 
+ Would to Gop it were evening ;”” and in the evening, Would 


to Go it were morning.“ And at the ſame time Satan, who al- 
ways loves to fiſh in troubled waters, and delights in adding afflie- 
tion to the afflicted, is permitted to ſuggeſt evil reaſonings to our 
minds ; tempting us to think that the Lord deals hardly with us, 


and to call in queſtion his tender mercy, his pitying love, his 


truth and faithfulneſs; urging us to fay, If I am a child of 


Gob, why am I thus? If the Lord is infinitely kind and gracious, 


why hath he ſuffered this heavy aMiftion to befall me? What 


wiſe or gracious end can he have in view, in permitting his poor 
creature to be thus tortured with pain, day and night? What. 
good end can it ſerve to me, to be thus tormented, when my mind 
is 49 exerciſed, that I ſcarcely can think of GOD or Heaven, or of 


ſpiritual and everlaſting things?“ Thus we may walk in dark- 
neſs having no light into the preſent diſpenſations of Gop. 


The Lord may alſo ſuffer us to be afflicted in the perſon of our 
deareſt friend, a tender hearted parent, or a beloved child: An 
affectionate buſband, or a faithful wife, may lie under the chaſe 
tiſing hand of God. We ſee them in ſtrong pain, in deep dif. 


treſs, but are unable to relieve them. We ſee them pining away 
with ſickneſs, and can afford them no eſſectual help. We ten- 


derly ſympathize with them, and feel their ſorrows; we would 
_ gladly ſuffer in their ſtead, if we could; but alas! we can only 


weep and pray, and mix our ſighs and tears with theirs, till the 


Lord ſhall mercifully interpoſe, and bring them out of dark. 


neſs and the ſhadow of death; till He ſhall ſpeak the Word, 
and heal them, and ſaye them out of all their diſtreſſes. Br TR 


erefore we may 
ſay to fuch perſons, © Be not high- minded but fear.” By no 
means make light of affliction, as if it was a little thing; but 
rather pray moſt devoutly, in the time of health; that the Lord 


The Lord may ſee it good to try us further, and we may 
hold the deareſt friend, or the neareſt relation we have 
upon earth, a dead corpſe. The deſire of our eyes, the delight 
of our ſoul, is cut off at a ſtroke: The wife of our boſom, bo 
| ſhared our joys and griefs, with:whom we took ſweet counſel on 
all occaſions, is now no more! The child, that' was dear to us 
as our own ſoul: our only child, that was the hope of our family, 
and whom we truited would be a comfort to us in our declining 
years, is oe hence, and we ſee bim no more! Here again we 
walk in darkneſs and have no light. Some indeed may ſay, 
_ « Ought we not to be reſigned to the will of God, on all theſe -- 
. occaſions? Ovught we not patiently to ſubmit to his will, who 
1 undoubtedly has an abſolute right to deal with us and ours, as he 
Tf Tees good? Moſt affuredly we ought. Yet at the ſame time 
| it muſt be remembered, that religion does not turn us into ſtocks 
and ſtones. But on the contrary, it renders the mind more ſuſ 
ceptable than ever of the tendereſt impreſſions. St. Paul, no 
doubt, would have been reſigned to the Will of God, if his friend +. 
| had died, of whom he ſays, He was ſick and nigh unto death; 
but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me al- 
| | ſo, leſt I ſhould have ſorrow upon ſorrow,” Philippians iii. 27. 
From hence it is evident, that Paul himſelf, eminent as he was 
for. holineſs, would have been deeply affected, had is beloved 
Ephroditus died. But we have a greater example than even that 
ol Paul: Our bleſſed Redeemer himſelf wept at the grave of his :; 
friend; When Jeſus ſaw ker weeping, and the Jews alſa. -: 
weeping which came with her, he groaned in ſpirit, and was trous ..; 
bled;” And it is added, Zeſus wept! John xi. 33. Here, 
then we ſee tears of tendereft pity and love: tears of ſofteſt, 
ſweeteſt ſympathy, flow down the cheeks of our bleſſed Redeem- 
er! And this appears the more extraordinary, becauſe he was 
going to raiſe Lazarus from the dead. Why then did he 
weep ? Surely as an example for us, that we might learn of him, 
to bear a part in the ſorrows of our friends, and“ Weep with, 
"F. them who weep, as well as rejoice with them who rejoice.” We 
may alſo learn this very uſeful leſſon; That it is poſſible to be 
deeply affected on many occaſions, and yet be reſigned to the will 
of God; we may be painfully patient under his afflifting hand, 
and ſorrowtully Nase to his molt holy aid bleſſed Will, _ 
| We may be alſo exerciſed with dark and diſtreſſing temptations: 
Some meet with a larger ſhare of them than others; and how far 
our minds may be bowed down under,the weight of them, we 
know not, till experience teach us. It may indeed be ſaid to us, 
„Why ſhould you tear temptation ? Satan can do nothing againſt | 
you or proceed any farther than God will permit him ? Beſides, you. 
will always find ſtrength according to your day.” Ths is all very 
true: But nevertheleſs, we ſhould be exceeding careful that we 
do not make light of EN We may be ioo much of Pe. 
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 ter's ſpirit when be faid, “ Though 1 ſhould die with thee; 1 will 


not deny thee.” Peter ſpoke nobly, but how far was” he from 
making good his refolution ? It may often be ſuid to ſuch perſons, 
Let not him that girdeth on his harneſs, b6aſt himſelf as he that 
putteth it off, 1 Kings xx. 11. When it ſhall pleaſe God t6 
permit us to be exerciſed with long and painful temptations, we 


may be as much at a loſs to account for his dealings with us, as 


Job was; and we may walk in darkneſs with reſpect to the ade 
vantages intended for us by theſe trials. The diſtreffing nature, 


and the power of temptation, is only to be known by experience; 


and it 18 well for us, when we can ſay upon good ground, „He 
| knoweth the way that I take, when he hath tried me, I ſhall come 
torth as gold,” Job xxui. 10. 195 8 att ee 
A perſon who is brought into the favour of God, may undoubt. 
edly hold faſt the beginning of his confidence ſtedfaſt to the end: 
But it muſt be allowed, that until he obtains the abiding witnefs 


of the Spirit, be will be moleſted with doubts and fears refpefting 


bis intereſt in Chriſt, And therefore it is the duty and privilepe 
| of every believer, to obtain this invaluable bleſſing. We mult 
likewiſe acknowledge, that when the Lord deepens the work in 
the ſoul, diſcovering the remains of corruption and the heceſiny 
of entire ſanQification of body, foul, and ſpirit ; that this diſco. 
very being quite a new thing, and cakes unexpected, the be. 
liever, till he is better inſtructed, will be ready to conclude, that it 
has loft ground, that he has grieved the Holy Spirit, and that he 
is now in darkneſs. But this is a great miſtake; for we well 
know, that the Lord only deſigns to lead the ſoul forward to higher 
degrees of hohinels. „ 5 88 
When a clear and full diſcovery is made of the various evils, 
the roots of bitterneſs, which ſtill reſide in the heart, we need 
not wonder that ſuch a perſon is exceedingly pained, and deeply 
| laments the want of entire conformity 1 the * Sos and Will of 


God; he will be aſhamed to think that he is flill ſo unlike his 
bleſſed Redeemer! It is true, that there are too many who 


deem it but a little thing to be governed by their on will, to be 
overcome by anger, fretfulneſs, and other bad tempers, and to he 
carried away with unholy deſires. But he who retains that tender- 


neſs of conſcience and genuine ſimplicity which che Lord gave 


him when he was firſt brought imo Chriſtian liberty, will be quite 
of another mind. And although he is not overcome by any of 
thoſe evils which he feels in his heart, yet he will walk mourn- 
fully before the Lord, becaufe he is thoroughly ſenſible that they 
are there, : EE, | 


' The bleſſed God is well acquainted with human nature; he 


knows. that we are liable to abuſe thoſe bleſſings which we'eafily 


Abtain : In order that this may not be the caſe, hut. that we m 
Di, 'v value and duly improve ſo ineſtimable a bleſſing. 15 
high, ** | 0 = 
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teel he plague of our own heart, as that great heavinefs, and - 
bitter ſorrew may be the conſequence. e Nieren 4 
Lei triffers with God and religion, ſay what they pleafe : to 
truly pious foul it muſt be a very humbling conſideration to finds _ 
that nbtwithftanding the Lord has been abundantly gracious, yet — 

ſo much ſelf. will, To great a 2 of pride, of anger, peoyiith | 

_ nels; fretfulneſs, impatience, unholy deſire, and the like, ſhould 
ſtill remain. And when a larger meaſure of divine light is com- 
municated, theſe evils will appear more hateful, becauſe they ſo 
greutly reſemble the Devil from whom they originally proceeded. 
But the Lord will not fuffer faithful ſouls to continue long in this 
ſituation ; he will not only ſhew them the ample proviſion which 
de hath made thro' Chriſt Jeſus for their full and compleat ſalva- 

tien; but he will ſpeedily and powerfully deliver them. 


That this was the deſign of our Lord, in all which he did and 
| ſuffered on Qur. account, we. Cannot doubt, becauſe the Apoſtle 
aſſures us, that he came to redeem us from all iniquity;“ and i 
bimſelf hath ſaid, *© Bleſſed are they who hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled.” Therefore, if we 
ſeriouſly and intenſely deſire to be filled with divine grace; or to. 
experience the GnRifying influences of the Holy Spirit in ſuch a 
degree, that ſin may be deſtroyed, root and branch; then moſt 
affaredly , the promiſe of the Lord will be accompliſhed; we. 
ſhall be ſaved according to the deſire which God hath wrought in 
us. How great will this deliverance be? and how happy thoſe 
who ſhall be thus brought out of darkneſs into light ? „ 


PFourthly. What ground ſuch perſons have to truſt in the Lord, 
and to ſtay themſelves upon their God 7. if 
I. With regard to thoſe who are ſeeking ſalvation thro' Chriſt, 
and yet walk in darkneſs; They certainly have all the encourage. 
ment that God himſelf can give them, to come and partake of the 
riches of his mercy and love in Chriſt Jefus, Is it poſſible to 
afford greater encouragement to returning ſinners to truſt in the 
Lord, than to affure them, that God was in Chrift, reconciling: 
the world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them, 
2 Cor. v. 19: Or, that Chriſt our Redemer, was made a fin- 
offering for us, that we might be made the righteous people of 
© God through him,“ ver. 20. In conſequence of this, God him 
ſelf declares, *I will be merciful to their. unrighteouſneſs, and 
their fins and iniquities, will I remember no more, Jer. xxxi. 
34. Many ſuch gracious declarations as theſe, we ſhall find in 
the word of God, which he will certainly make good to all who | 
ſeek his face. It is well known, that Satan, whoſe grand buſineſs 
is to counteract the gracious deſigns of God towards man, will 
uſe all his art, in ober to diſtreſs, diſcourage, and caſt down, 
thoſe who are coming to Chriſt; and many are the diſtreſſing 
doubts, and painful fears which the enemy will throw into their 
5 C2 TI 7%" 
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would do well to conſider the words of the Pſalmiſt, 7 1 
" equity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me. 


when ye ſhall ſearch for me with all your heart,” 


= poet, 
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minds. But theſe are all fully anſwered in the great and precious 


promiſes, and the kind and gracious invitations made to thoſe who 


ſeek the Lord. Let them only believe the words of our Lord, 


and their doubts will be diſpelled: “ Aſk, and ye ſhall receive; 
ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it hall be opened unto. you. 


And as if this was not enough, he adds, * Every one who aſketh 


| receiveth, and he who ſeeketh findeth, Matt. vii. 8. II any 


one ſhould ſay, But I have aſked, and have not received 19 
have ſought the Lord, and have not found him:“ That 


1 — 


muſt be put away, forlaken, and the one deſire of our heart muſt 


be to be ſaved from that accurſed thing. Again, we muſt remem- 


| ber- the word of the prophet, * Ye ſhall ſeek me, and find me, 


Jer. xxix. 1g. 
If we are truly in earneſt, if our whole ſoul is athirſt for God, 


if we really deſire to be faved in God's own way, and upon his 
own terms, there is no ground at all, for any one to doubt or 
fear; no not although we may think ourſelves to be the very worſt. 


of ſinners, ſeeing that our Lord hath faid, * Whoſoever cometh 
unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt him out.” 


If the Lord is pleaſed to try the believer with diſtreſſing x proyi- 


dences, ſo that he walks in that kind of darkneſs before deſcribed, 


Jet him nut be diſcouraged, but remember that the Lord hath. 
taken him and all that ke hath, under his protection. The enemy 


knows, and has been obliged to conſeſs it too, Haſt not thou 
made an hedge about him, and about his houſe, and about all that 


he hath on every fide p Job i. 10. Yea; and the Lord hath 
ſet the ſame hedge about you alſo; and therefore remember, Satan 
mull aſk leave of God, before he can burt either you or yours. 


Remember again, that che hand of an infinitely wiſe and gracious 


God, is in all the events of bis providence; that the hairs of your 


head are numbered; that a ſparrow falleth not to the ground with. 
out the notice of your heavenly Father. As nothing then can be- 


fall you by chance, ſo the God whom you ſerve, muſt have a wiſe 


* gracious gelign in permitting thoſe diſtreſſing trials to befall 


This you will learn from his own word, for it deelares, 


Io „All things ſhall work together for good to them that love 
Rom. viii. 28. „Tharesane! We way 1 ung wich 


Cod, 


Since all the 4uaward tracts of time, 
Cod 's watchful eye ſurveys, 

Oh who ſo wiſe to chooſe our lot! 

O regulate our deys? ; 

"Good, 0 67 gives, {upremely good, 
Nor lets when he denies 5 

En croll. s, from his ſovereign hand, 


— — loaded. 


perſon 


Iniquity | 
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Indeed it may be ſaid to us on ſuch occaſions, * Rat 1 do, tho” % 


' knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt know hereafter.” Therefore we 
| ſhould patiently wait the openings of providence . He that be- 
lieveth maketh not haſte,” that is, Doth not charge God fooliſhly, 
but commits: himſelf and all his concerns into the hand of the 
Lord, whoſe truth and faithfulneſs can never fail. N 
If our kind and gracious God, ſhould lay his chaſtening hand 
upon us, and we ſhould walk in darkneſs on that account, nearly 
the ſame obſervations may be made. The Lord hath given us his 
holy word to comfort us on thoſe occaſions, and if we attend to 
| | it as we ought, we ſhall not be caſt downs We have had fa- 
1 thers of our fleſh (ſaith the Apoſtle,) which correfted us, and we 
2 gave them reyerence : ſhall we not much rather be in ſubjection 
unto the Father of ſpirits, and live? For they verily for a few _ 
days chaſtened us after their own pleaſure; but he for our profit, 
that we might be partakers of his holineſs,” Heb. xii. 9. 10. 
Hence it is evident, that every affliftion is deſigned to bring us 
nearer to God, to make us wiſer and better, and to fit us for the 
enjoyment of our everlaſting inheritance; yea, to heighten our 
| happineſs in heaven itſelf, * Theſe light afflictions which are but 
for a moment, worketh for us, a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, 2 Corin. iv. 17. This being the caſe, it is 
not improbable but the time will come, when we ſhall ſee, that 
ſome of the heavieſt afflictions we ever met with, have been the 
greateſt bleſſings, and that we ſhall have eternal cauſe to praiſe the 
Lord for them: We may therefore cheerfully ſing, 2 
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How happy the ſorrowful man, 

Whoſe ſorrow is ſent from above: 
Go Indulg'd with a viſit of pain, 

Clhaſtis'd by omnipotent Love: 

The Author of all his diſtreſs, 
5 lle comes by affliction to know: 
* And God he in Heaven ſhall bleſs, 
1 That ever he ſuffer'd below. 


Should violent temptation be our portion, ſtill we are encou- 
raged to truſt in the Lord: His ways may appear exceedingly myſ. 
terious for the preſent. Like the wheels in Ezekiel's viſion, there 
is Wheel within a wheel; and we do not ſee which way it will 
turn. God hath his way in the mighty waters, and his — 

are not always ſeen. Yet nevertheleſs he ſpeaks in the moſt en- 
couraging manner to us, ſo that we need not be caſt down, or 
confounded, It is not his deſign that we ſhould be overcome by 
pas on at any time; no, nor does he intend that our ſpiritual 
proſperity ſhould be interrupted thereby. There hath no temp- 

tation taken you, (faith the Apoſtle,) but ſuch as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who will got ſuffer you to be tempted | 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation alſo make . 

a way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it, 1 — x. 13» * 


— 


— 


From theſe words it is underiably evident, chat the Lord will give 
us ſtrength according to our day, and will not leave us under the. 
power of our enemy. Many are the Bork for by. 7 
8 „ that confirm the words of the Apoſtle, but time would 
fail to quote one half of them. * No veapon that is formed 
againſt thee (ſaith the Lord) ſhall proſper; and every tongue that 
ſhall riſe againſt thee in judgment thou ſhalt condemn,” {a liv. 
17. Again, Shall the rey be taken from the mighty, or 
the lawful captive delivered? But thus ſaith the Logs, Even 
the capiives of the mighty ſhall be taken away, and the prey of 
the terrible ſhall be delivered: for I will contend with him that 
contendeth with thee, and I will fave thy children. And all fleſh 4 
hall know that I the Logo am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, 2 
the Mighty One of Jacob,” Iſa. xlix. 25. 26. When thou 3 | 
paſſeſt through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee : when 
thou walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burned ; neither 
ſhall the flame kindle upon thee, For I am the Lok p thy God, 
the Holy One of Iſrael, thy Saviour.” Here then we ſee, 
what abundant encouragement the Lord gives to his tempted fol- 
lowers, to caſt their care upon him 5; ; to put their whole truſt 
and confidence in him; ſo ſhall they be ſupported and comforted, 5 
and brought ſafely through all their trials into the wealthy place, 8 
where afflictions and temptat ions ſhall be no mor eee. 
While we continue in the path of duty, we have nothing to 
Tear ; for our help ſtandeth in the Name of the Lok D, who made 
both heaven and earth. So true are the words of Dr. Byrom: 
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« With ſteady pace, thy courſe of duty run; 
Gon nothing does, nor ſuffers to be done, ee * 

But thou wouldlt do thyſelf, couldſt thou but fee, 5 
The end of all events as well as he.“ __ 8 1 


How encouraging are the words of Eliphaz in the Book of Job; 
„ Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore 
deſpite not thou the chaſtening of the Almighty. - For he maketh 
ſoze, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make whole, 
He {hall deliver thee in ſix troubles; yea, in ſeven there ſhall no 
evil touch thee. In famine he ſhall redeem thee from death: and . | 
in war, from the power of the ſword. Thou ſhalt be hid from | - 
the ſcourge of the tongue, neither ſhalt thou be afraid of deſtruc- 
tion when it cometh, A: deftruttion and famine thou ſhalt laugh: 
neither ſhalt thou be afraid of the beaſts of the earth; For thou 6-4-4 
ſhalt be in league with the ſtones of the field: and the beaſts of | 
the field ſhall be at peace with thee. And thou thalt know thy ta- 

bei nac le ſhall be in peace; and thou ſhalt viſit thy habitation, and 

ſhall not ſin,, Job v. 17. Lo, thus ſhall the man he bleſſed 
ho lives in the tear of the Lord, and ſteadily walks in his righ- 

tous ways. Who that duly conſider theſe things, but would be 
of the ſame mind with Molcs, of whom the Apoſtle ſays, That 
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when he came of age, he refaſed to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's  - % % 
daughter; Chooſing rather to ſuffer affliction with the 5 png et * 


God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon; Efteeming 
the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt: 
for he had reſpect unto the recompence of the reward, Heb. xi, 
25, 26. Be not then weary in well-doing, for in due time we 


ſhall reap, if we faint not.” Yet a little while and all our con- 


flicts will be for ever over, and we ſhall ſing as we never before 
EE: e ION 


Poor ſinners below, Acquainted with woe, 

How heavily once with our loads did we go? 

In trials ſevere, How oft did we fear, „ 
We ſhould never hold out, we ſhould never come here: 
But our trials are paſt, We are landed at laſt, 

And ſafely arriv'd where our anchor was caſt, 


Here then we ſhall reſt in a peaceable and quiet habitation, and 
live in the full enjoyment of God for ever. 1 
Ik any ſhould fay, But ſeeing the tronbles and croſſes which 
the righteous meet with, are ſo many and fo great, will it not be 
the beſt way to enjoy the world for the preſent, and bave nothing 
to do with religion till a title before death? To ſuch unwiſe 
perſons it is ſufficient to anſwer, © Is your lite in your own power? 
Or rather, is it not in the hand of God? And will you fin 
againſt him who can take away your breath whenever he pleaſeth! 
Can you enjoy the world, or any fohd happineſs in it, till you en- 
Joy God himſelf, and the riches of his grace ? If the Scripture 
| declares that many are the troubles of the righteous,” does it 
not alſo affirm, * That the Lord delivereth him out of them all ?”* 
And may it not with equal truth be affirmed, that, Many are the 
troubles of the wicked? But where ſhall they find a deliverer? 
Let the concluding words of this chapter be conſidered by all 
ſuch perſons; © Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compaſs 
yourſelves about with ſparks : walk in the light of your fire, and 
in the ſparks that ye have kindled. This all ye have of mine 
hand; ye inall lie down in ſorrow.” How well would it be then, 
for all ſuch to, Seek the Lord while he may be found, and to 
call upon him while he is near; and ſo improve the day of their 
viſitation, that they alſo may be happy with God tor ever, 
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